—[A CHARITABLE CAUSE}

40 Years of Service and Going Strong

IT MIGHT SURPRISE YOU to know that there
1s a large perceniage of Castern Idaha resi
dents who are ane catastrophic illiness away
from losing most of what they have. With
the federal poverty line set at $21,000 for 2
family of four in mind, i you were 1o take a
close look at the statistics of how many
families are at financial risk you would find
a staggering figure looming,

This 18 why we have agencies such as
Eastern Idaho Community Action
Partnership, os EICAP

In Idaha Falls alone, EICAP has helped
about 4,500 families in a nine-county area
with one-time energy assistance in a year’s
time. That means they have helped with

EICAP director Russ Spain
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utility bills dunng the coldest months of
winter, usually Novernber 10 March

Its mission (s 1o make 3 difference in peo
ple’s lives, and was started here 40 years
ago. Since irs inception it has grown to serve
all ages of residents. From the Head Start
program to mutual self-help housing, aging
services, weatherization, and other commu
nity services, the director and staff at EICAP
are dedicated to helping everyone they can

"Volunteers are always needed in many
capacities,” says Executive Director Russ
Spain "We offer outreach services Lo a nine-
county area, from the Bingham-Bonneville
county line up nerth and over to the
Wyoming border. and including Butte, Lemhi

and Custer counties. We can always use vol-
unteers.”

Head Start. including all satellite pro-
grams (n the area, serves a total of 241 chil-
dren, ages three to five years old, which
invoives the entire family.

EICAP also distributes food from the Boy
Scout and Postal Focd Drives to the local
food banks and soup kitchens in eight of the
nine local counties served, which is another
effort for which help and donations are
always needed

It will open an office in Madison County
and rake over the food bank there as soon
as i1 can find a building. That will service
Madison, Fremont and Teton counties.

[t also facilitates the Haven Homeless
shelter under its community services pro-
gram, which helps families get back on their
feet—giving a lift and some consistency.

There are about 312 low-income apart-
ments in the area that are under its pro-
gram. It also offers mutual self-help hous-
ing. In this program, families are required to
spend abou! 30 hours per week building
their own home. This is usually a six- to 10-
unit group of homes, and nobody is zllowed
to move in until all the homes in this block
are finished. So homeowners create a com-
munity and get to know each other in the
building process and are hopefully a sup-
port for each uther afterward To date it has
helped 116 families build their own
homes—the program started in 1997 Itis
currently working on about 32 additional
homes. There are other programs in the
works at this time for more low-income
nousing opportunities for our area

EICAP started in a churcn in the area 40
years ago. primarily serving seniors. It has
now grown to a staff of about 150 employ-
ees who help support citizens of all ages in
the area To find out more or o volunteer,
visit eicap.org.
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